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Zusammenfassung

This essayis concernedvith the eventstructureof verbsof communicationSomeverbsof communi-
cation cannoteasily be classifiedas belongingto a particulartype of event structure while othersare
basicallyActivity predicatesWe shaw thatthis differencewith respecto eventstructuredepend®nthe
lexicalizationof speakr attitudes.Thoseverbsof communicationvhich do not expressary particular
speakr attitudecanbeassignedn Activity eventstructure which canthenbe expandedo yield anAc-
complishmentHowever, genuinespeectactverbs,i. e. verbswhich arespecifiedwith respecto spealkr
attitudes,do not correspondo ary event structuretype anddo not allow a similar expansionof their
amgumentstructure.

1 Intr oduction

This papelis concernedvith variationin verbmeaningaswell aswith thevariationin syntactic
contet thatcorrelateswith it. Bothtypesof variationhave oftenbeenattributedto propertiesof
the event structuresthat verbsare associatedvith (cf. [WUNDERLICH 1997,1997a],[PAR-
SONS 1994], [PusTEJOVSKY 1995], [RAPPAPORT HOVAV/LEVIN 1998], [CARRIER/RAN-
DALL 1992]).Most studiesabouteventstructurehave concentratedn a few specificverbclas-
sessuchasmovementverbsandpsych-\erbs.In this paperwe shallshaw thatverbsof commu-
nication(i. e.,verbsreferringto communicatre acts)behae differentlyfrom thesewell-studied
verbclassesnotonly with respecto their eventstructure put alsoregardingthe possibilitiesof
expansion(to, e.g.,resultatve constructionsef. Goldbeg 1995)that their agumentstructure
allows.

2 The Event Structur e of Verbs of Communication

Thestructureof eventsdenotedy verbsis commonlydescribedy meansf time schematéik e
theonesproposedy Vendler(State Activity, Achievement Accomplishment)Predicatesik e
movementverbs(as,e.g., arrive) or psych-\erbs(as,e.g., love) aremostly assignedan event
structureof thefollowing typearrive: [ [ BECOME] [ X<STATE>] (viz., arrive is classifiedas
anachievement)or love [ X <STATE>] (viz., loveis classifiedasa state).

However, ary attemptto analysethe event structureof verbsof communicatiorby meansof
Vendlers time schemataurnsout to be problematic(this appliesalsoto, e.g., [Dowty 1979]).
Thiswill herebeexemplifiedby theverbversprechen Theverbversprechendenotesaneventto
which neitherthestructureof astatenorthatof anactiity canbeattributed.Temporalextension
is a commonproperty of statesand actuities, but VERSPRECHEN-events shav no temporal
extensionin thissenseyerspredienis apunctualerh Accordingly it is notpossibleo combine
versprechenwith durative adwerbials(* Ich habeihmzweiStundenang versprochen,heutebeim
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Italiener zuesser). However, versprechendoesnotfit into the Accomplishmenschemaeither,
becausee.qg., it cannotbe combinedwith atime frameadwerbial (*Max versprach ihr in einer
Stunde am Donnesstag zumItaliener zu gehen). One testVendlerrelies on to differentiate
betweenAccomplishmentsand Achievementsis the possibility of combininga verb with an
adwerbial referringto one specificpoint of time: Um Punkt12 Uhr hat Max ihr versprochen,
zumltaliener zugehenvs. *Um Punkt12 Uhr lief Max einenKilometer,

But versprechen cannotbe classifiedas an Achievementverb, becauseontraryto predicates
asankommenor erreichen it doesnot allow aninferencewith respecto a specificresulting
state.Thoughwe cansaythatthe act VERSPRECHEN implies a changeof statein somesense,
namelythatit introducesa kind of obligation,this is not partof its lexical meaning However,
it is not valid to infer thatthat obligationdid not exist beforethis particulartype of speechact
was performed.Therefore the classificationof verbsof communicationlike versprechen by
meansf Vendlers time schemataeemsdo be very problematic But not all typesof verbsof
communicatiorbehae in the sameway asversprecen

2.1 The Event Structur e of Perlocutionary Verbs

ThoughVendlers time schematacan be more easilyappliedto perlocutionaryerbsas tiber
reden Uberzeugn or beibringen thanto verbslike versprechen not all perlocutionaryverbs
behae in thesameway.

Telic predicatesas, e.g., Uberredenandtiberzeugn denoteevents,which shav characteristics
of aprocessandallow to drav aninferenceconcerningaresultingstate(a specificmentalstate
of theaddresseeMax hatihn in 20 Minutentberredet,zumltaliener zu gehenvs. *Max hat
ihn Punktacht Uhr Uberredet,zumltaliener zu gehen Theseverbsdo not lexicalize aninitial
state.Therefore iberredenandiiberzeugnshov somecharacteristicef Accomplishmenaind
of Activity verbs.

Eventsdenotatedoy predicatesas, e.g., beibringen also shov temporalextensionand allow
aninferenceon a resultingstate(againa mentalstateof the addresseeMoreover, beibringen
alsolexicalizesaninitial state.Summarizingve cansaythatbeibringenis an Accomplishment
verh?

2.2 The Event Structur e of Verbs of Communication which are not Spe-
cified with respectto Spealer Attitudes

Verbsof communicationyhich arespecifiedwith respecto the spealer’s attitude, behae like
activity verbs,andthereforethefollowing structures assignedo them:
flistern [ x ACT<MANNER>], faxen[ X ACT<CHANNEL>].

Thetermsenclosedn anglebracletsreferto constantsa setwhich is open-endedput dravn
from a fixed setof types. The basic meaningof a verb is, accordingto [RAPPAPORT HoO-
VAV/LEVIN 1998],theresultof the insertionof a constaninto a specificeventstructuretem-
plate.The setof eventstructuretemplatesyhich areprovided by UniversalGrammayis fixed.
Theontologicaltypeof theconstantieterminesn which eventstructuregemplatetherespectre
constants inserted Within their eventstructuretemplateconstantgunctioneitherasmodifiers
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or agumentsof predicatesFor example flisternsenesasa mannerconstanand modifiesan
activity. Thereforejt is combinedwith the predicateAcT. The sameappliesto instrumentcon-
stantsasin thecaseof, e.g., faxen Theconstantareinsertednto theeventstructureemplates
by meansf socalledcanonicakealizationrules,e.qg.:

manner— [ X ACT<MANNER>], channel— [ Xx ACT<CHANNEL>] .

Thus, canonicalrealizationrules associateontological typeswith event structuretemplates.
The outcomeof this associationis an event structure.Therefore fliisternandfaxenshow the
following eventstructureflistern [ x ACT<FLUSTERN>], faxen [ X ACT<FAXEN>] .

3 The Argument Structur e of Verbs of Communication

3.1 BasicMeaning vs.Derived Meaning

The meaningwhich arisesfrom the associatiorof a constantwith an event structuretemplate
is the basicmeaningof a verh In additionto this basicmeaning,mary verbshase meanings
derived from this. A verb like wischen for example,is basicallyan actiity predicate:Peter
wischte vs. Peter wischte drei Stundenlang vs. Peter wischte den Bodendrei Stundenang..
However, wischencanalsobe partof amorecomplec predicate Peterwischte die Krimelvom
Tisch. The meaningof wischenis representedby a constantwhich specifiessurface contact
throughmotion. Sincethis type of surfacecontactinvolvesmotion, the constantWI1SCHEN is
associatedvith an activity event structuretemplate.A predicatelike vom Tisch wischen not
only lexicalizesan actwvity, but alsoa resultingstate.In vomTisch wischen wischenpreseres
its basicactivity predicatemeaning,andthis is then expandedto yield an Accomplishment.
Wischenrepresentshe activity part of the event structureof vom Tisch wischen while vom
Tisch signalsthe resultingstate,in this casepredicatedof the non subcatgorizedobjectdie
Kriimet vomTisch wischen

[[ X ACT<WISCHEN> y] CAUSE [ BECOME[Y <VOM TiSCH>]]].

[RAPPAPORT HOVAV/LEVIN (1998)] call the procedurethat allows complex event structure
templatego bebuilt onsimpleronesTemplateAugmentation’ This procedureensureshatthe
derived meaningsareconsistentith the basicinventoryof eventstructuretemplategprovided
by UniversalGrammar

3.2 Expanding the Argument Structur e of Verbs of Communication

Thoseverbsof communicatiorwhich canbeassociate@vith anactivity eventstructureemplate
allow their agumentstructurego be expandedn thefollowing way:

1. Er brillte ihn unterdenTisch/andie Wand/indie Ecke/zuTode
2. Er brullte sich denFrustvonder Seele

3. Er telefoniertethn zu Tode/stiwindelig/inGrundund Boden
4. Er telefonierteshm ein Plastikohr

The verbsof communicationin theseexampleshave actwity event structureswhich are ex-
pandedby TemplateAugmentationto yield AccomplishmentsEr telefonierteihn zu Tode
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[[ X ACT<TELEFONIEREN>Y] CAUSE[ BECOME[ y<TOT>]]] .2 However, verbsof com-
municationwhich do not seemto correspondo ary type of eventstructuredo not allow their
argumentstructureso beexpandedn thisway: * Er versprach ihn dummunddusselig/zdode

4 Verbs of Communication and Spealer Attitudes

Verbsof communicatiorcanbe dividedinto two groups:

1. Genuinespeeclactverbs,i. e.,verbswhich arespecifiedwith respecto spealer attitudes.
2. Verbsof communicationwhich can be distinguishedrom genuinespeechact verbsin
thatthey arenot specifiedwith respecto spealer attitudes.

Therearetwo typesof spealer attitudeswhich arerelevantto the descriptionof the semantic
coreof verbsof communication:

1. thepropositionakttitudeof thespealer;
2. theintentionalattitudeof the spealer (intention);

Apart from thesegenuinespeechact verbs,thereare alsoverbsof communicatiorwhich are
notspecifiedwith respecto thespealer’'s propositionalandintentionalattitudes.Thisis true of
verbslike sprechen reden sahreien flistern telefonieen screiben etc. Theseverbsarenot
associatedvith a specificspealer attitudebut ratherexpressthe fact that he/sheutterssome-
thing (P) (in the caseof redenandsprecen, the mannerin which somethings beinguttered
(in the caseof sdreienand flistern or the channelwhich the spealer usesto performthe
correspondingpeechact(telefonieenandsdareiber).

Thereseemdo be a relation betweena verb’s propertieswith respecto the spealer’s attitu-
deson the onehandandits behaiour concerningevent structureon the other:thoseverbsof
communicatiorwhich arespecifiedwith respecto thespealerts attitudedi. e.,genuinespeech
act verbs)cannotbe assignedan event structure,while thosewhich are not specifiedin this
respecbehae like Activities, i. e.,they canbeasssigne@neventstructure andthis canthebe
expandedo yield an AccomplishmentHowever, ashasalreadybeenmentionedtherearetwo
exceptiongo thisrule: declaratvesandperlocutionaryerbs.

5 Lexical Entries of Verbs of Communication

How thenshallwe proceedf we areto representhe meaningof verbsof communication?

Thefollowingissuesarecrucialto therepresentationf themeaningof verbsof communication:

1. propertiesof theproposition
2. configuration®of spealer attitudes
3. thespealer’s presuppositions
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Consequentlythelexical entry of arny givenverbof communicatiorhasto includeinformation
on eachof thesetopics.This maybe exemplifiedwith respecto theverbstadeln(‘reprimand’),
auffordern (‘request’) andflustern(‘whisper’). The former two are genuinespeechactverbs,
while thelatteris a verb of communicationwhich is not specifiedwith respecto spealer atti-
tudes.

tadeln

propertiesof the proposition \ configurationsof spealerattitudes\ the speakr’s presuppositions

Typ: MitteilungsgehaltP EinstellungdesSprecherzu P: PistderFall
Geschehenstypiandlung Sfindet: P schlecht
Zeitbezugyvemgangen Sprecherabsicht:

RollenbezugHo6reroderDritte | H erkennt:Sfindet: P schlecht
auffordern

propertiesof theproposition\ configurationstspealerattitudes\ the speakr’s presuppositions
Typ: MitteilungsgehaltP EinstellungdesSprecherzu P: Histin derLage,P zutun
Geschehenstypiandlung | Swill, daiP

Zeitbezugzukinftig Sprecherabsicht:
RollenbezugHorer Swill, daRH P tut
flistern

propertiesof the proposition| configurationf spealker attitudes| the speakr’s presuppositions
Typ: MitteilungsgehaltP EinstellungdesSprecherzu P: unbestimmt

oderFrag@ehaltP’ unbestimmt
Geschehenstypmbestimmt| Sprecherabsicht:
Zeitbezugunbestimmt unbestimmt

Rollenbezugunbestimmt

6 Conclusion

Whethera given verb of communicationcan be assignedan event structureor not depends
on whetherthat verb is specifiedwith respectio spealer attitudes:thoseverbswhich are not

specifiedregardingthe propositionalaindthe intentionalattitudeof the spealer canbe assigned
an Activity event structurewhich can then be expandedto yield an Accomplishmentevent

structureGenuinespeechactverbs with theexceptionof declaratvesandperlocutionarywerbs,

differ from thoseverbswhich arenot specifiedrelative to spealer attitudesin thatthey cannot
beassociatedavith any typeof eventstructureatall.

Notes

1 proost @ds-mannhei m de, gl at z@ ds- mannhei m de, Institut fir deutsche
SpracheR 5, 6-13,D-68161Mannheim,Germauy.
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2 Asasecondlassof genuinespeectactverbs,declaratve verbstoo fit in moreeasilywith
Vendlers time schematahan otherverbsof communicationDue to limitations of spacewe
will nottalk aboutthis verbclass.

3 Wherey is a participantlicensedby the constantwhereasx is licensedby the Activity
eventstructuretemplate.
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